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2013: The International Year of Water Cooperation
In December 2010, the United Nations General Assembly declared 2013 as
the United Nations International Year of Water Cooperation. The objective of
this International Year is to raise awareness, both on the potential for increased cooperation, and on the challenges facing water management in light
of the increase in demand for water access, allocation and services. The Year
will highlight the history of successful water cooperation initiatives, as well as
identify issues on water education, water diplomacy, transboundary water
management, financing cooperation, and legal frameworks.
Our province is currently experiencing growth in our economy and population,
resulting in increased pressure and demands on the South Saskatchewan River
water supply from agriculture, industry and communities. In addition to these
pressures, the inter-jurisdictional nature of the South Saskatchewan River
across provincial borders creates complexity in its management, and leaves it
vulnerable to the risks of climate change and rapid development. As the South
Saskatchewan River faces these challenges, it is ever-more important for cooperation and collaboration among watershed stakeholders, local/provincial
governments, and stewardship groups.
The South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards will participate in the
spirit of this international initiative of cooperation as we continue to work towards our goal of long-term sustainability of our water resources, through equitable and collaborative management.
The South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards is a non-profit organization dedicated to protecting water quality and quantity within the South
Saskatchewan River Watershed.
SSRWSI Board of Directors

South Saskatchewan River
Watershed Stewards Inc. (SSRWSI)
Web: www.southsaskriverstewards.ca
Email: info@southsaskriverstewards.ca
Ph: (306) 343-9549
Fx: (306) 343-9548
99A-2366 Ave C North
Saskatoon, SK S7L 5X5

CHAIRMAN:
Harold Martens, RM of Excelsior
VICE-CHAIR:
Ben Buhler, Town of Osler
SEC/TREAS:
Brenda Wallace City of Saskatoon
DIRECTORS:
Al Haron Town of Eston, Rob
Oldhaver, Town of Cabri; Charlie Clarke and Twyla
Yobb, City of Saskatoon; Mike Velonas, Meewasin
Valley Authority; Les Ferguson, Pike Lake Cottage and
Watershed Association; Gary Eagle, Whitecap Dakota;
and Eugene Matwishyn, RM of P.A.
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Habitat Protection in the South Saskatchewan River Watershed
The majority of the South Saskatchewan River passes through the prairie ecozone. Covering
Southern Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba, this ecozone is the northern extension of the Great
Plains of North America. It is characterized by large tracts of flat to rolling plains dominated by
grassland vegetation. Created about 17,000 years ago, melting glaciers carved out the landscape
into variety of surface landforms, from hummocky lands to coulees, badlands and deeply
entrenched river valleys, while leaving behind fertile deposits that has defined this agriculturally
productive region as the “Breadbasket of Canada”.
This prairie region is one of the most widely disturbed areas in
the world. In the last 150 years, the majority of native prairie has
been lost to human development and cultivation. In
Saskatchewan it is estimated that almost 80 percent of native
prairie has disappeared, and what little remains often exists
under very fragmented and altered conditions. This habitat loss
and degradation is
caused by intensive
Wetland Habitats
agriculture expansion,
Prairie wetlands are also a valuGrasslands National Park, SK
roads, resource
able, yet diminishing resource.
extraction, residential development, improper grazing, and
Facing threats from drainage and
the introduction of invasive/exotic plant species. The
degradation, it is estimated that
disappearance of natural disturbances such as prairie fires
40 percent of Saskatchewan’s
and plains buffalo have also had a negative impact.
wetlands have been lost.
These changes have greatly affected the diversity of
countless native plant and wildlife species that depend on
native prairie habitat to survive. Many populations have
dropped significantly in numbers or disappeared entirely.
In fact, 89% of Saskatchewan’s species at risk can be
found in the grassland regions.

Wetlands support complex and
productive ecosystems and are
home to hundreds of species of
insects, birds, mammals, fish, amphibians. They also provide several important benefits for us:
Water storage
Flood control
Improved water quality
Groundwater recharge
Erosion control/shoreline protection

Habitat Stewardship Program for Species at Risk
Partnering with the Water Security Agency (formally
Saskatchewan Watershed Authority), SSRWSI is working
to help land owners and producers enhance and restore the
quality of degraded prairie habitat and secure important
habitat for endangered species through management and
voluntary stewardship agreements.
Funding is available to landowners in the South SK River
watershed for projects that will create, enhance or protect
habitat for species at risk. Projects include fencing for
grazing management, installing remote watering systems
to protect riparian vegetation, and converting cropland to
perennial native grasses.
Ph: (306) 343-9549

Email: info@southsaskriverstewards.ca

Prairie wetland near Danielson Provincial Park, SK

Web: www.southsaskriverstewards.ca
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Priority Species
Cost-shared funding is provided to producers through the Habitat Stewardship Program for
implementing specific management practices that will benefit the following species at risk:
Burrowing Owl

Loggerhead Shrike

© Nancy Kennedy, SSRWSI

Endangered
These little owls nest in
abandoned ground
squirrel or badger burrows on open areas of
short, grazed grasslands. They also require
nearby wetlands, riparian areas, and tall vegetation for hunting and
foraging.
Maintaining grassland
pasture, proper grazing
management and pesticide reduction will
benefit this species.

© Tom Grey, tgreybirds.com

Sprague Pipit

© Steve Metzunk, CDC

Threatened
This hunter occupies
open grassland areas
with scattered trees or
shrubs nearby for nesting and perching. They
often impale their prey
(insects and mice) on
thorns or other sharp
objects for future use.
Practices that will improve their habitat include grassland management and planting
woody vegetation in
strategic locations.

Piping Plover

© Unknown, CDC

Threatened
These secretive birds
are more often heard
than seen. Nesting on
the ground in native
grasslands, they require
large areas of mixedgrass prairie that is not
too tall and dense, or
too short and sparse.
Retaining large areas
(>56 ha) of native prairie, appropriate grazing
management, and pesticide reduction will help
this species.

Endangered
Not to be confused with
the more common killdeer, these small shorebirds are found on
sparsely vegetated sand
or gravel beaches and
alkali mud flats where
they nest and raise their
young.
Conserving wetlands
and waterbodies used
by plovers, and keeping
pets, cattle and vehicles
off nesting beaches increases their survival.

For more information on the Habitat Stewardship Program for Species at Risk, contact the SSRWSI
office (343-9549) or a Water Security Agency office near you.

Additional information on native prairie habitat and conservation programs:
Nature Saskatchewan
www.naturesask.ca
1-306-780-9273

Canada’s Species at Risk Act (SARA)
www.sararegistry.gc.ca
1-800-668-6767 (Environment Canada)

Ducks Unlimited Canada
www.ducks.ca
1-800-665-DUCK (3825)

Prairie Conservation Action Plan
www.pcap-sk.org
1-306-352-0472

Native Plant Society of Saskatchewan
www.npss.sk.ca
1-306-668-3940

Water Security Agency
www.wsask.ca
1-306-694-3900

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
Agri-Environmental Services Branch
www.agr.gc.ca/pfra
1-306-780-5070

SK Conservation Data Centre
Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment
http://www.biodiversity.sk.ca/
1-306-787-9038

Saskatchewan Burrowing Owl
Interpretive Centre
www.skburrowingowl.ca
1-306-692-8710

Nature Conservancy of Canada
www.natureconservancy.ca
1-306-347-0447

Canadian Wildlife Federation
www.cwf-fcf.org
1-613-599-9594

COSEWIC (Committee on the Status

Photos courtesy of the Conservation Data Centre (CDC) and Tom Grey (www.tgreybirds.com)
Ph: (306) 343-9549

Email: info@southsaskriverstewards.ca

of Endangered Wildlife in Canada)

www.cosewic.gc.ca
1-819-953-3215

Web: www.southsaskriverstewards.ca
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Agri-Environmental Group Plans (AEGPs)
The Saskatchewan AgriEnvironmental Group Plan (AEGP)
is a program that works to raise
awareness and provide incentives for
watershed protection among local
farmers and ranchers. Producers
within the boundaries of the West
South Sask AEGP and Sask Valley
AEGP are able to access the CanadaSaskatchewan Farm Stewardship
Program, which provides cost-shared
funding to encourage the implementation of various Beneficial Management Practices (BMP). These practices address issues of water quality
nutrient management and soil erosion
within the watershed.
The South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards supports two AEGP focus areas: the Sask Valley AEGP and the West South AEGP (see
map). The SSRWSI AEGP technicians have continued to meet with producers to assess on-farm risks and
develop BMP projects. So far they have facilitated a total of 313 projects with 150 different producers, totalling $2,501395.45 in Canada Saskatchewan Farm Stewardship Program cost-shared funding.

West South AEGP Projects

Sask Valley AEGP Projects
(2011– 2013)

(2010-2013)
RM
Enterprise
Riverside
Fox Valley
Lacadena
Miry Creek
Clinworth
Happyland
Deer Forks
Snipe Lake
Newcombe
Chesterfield
Kindersley
Milton
Totals :

Ph: (306)343-9549

No.
Projects
1
30
14
10
18
19
5
13
12
3
25
30
4
184

No.
Producers
1
12
6
6
7
7
1
6
6
1
10
18
2
83

Project Costs

Email: info@southsaskriverstewards.ca

$354.81
$97,766.71
$37,599.50
$28,250.38
$55,815.59
$55,071.50
$14,925.00
$42,049.40
$25,881.25
$6,848.60
$69,798.72
$73,033.71
$7,916.76
$515,311.93

No.
Projects

No.
Producers

Dundurn

22

10

$137,510.16

Montrose

16

6

$92,783.50

Corman Park

38

23

$1,361,667.48

Vanscoy

17

7

$83,482.90

Rosthern
Laird

18
8

9
4

$145,796.15
$40,945.00

Prince Albert

7

6

$105,155.91

RM

Duck Lake
Totals

Project Costs

3

2

$18,742.42

129

67

$1,986,083.52

Project Costs = Canada Saskatchewan Farm Stewardship
Program cost-shared portion of project (30-75%)
*Several projects may be unfinished to date, actual project
costs may vary from amounts recorded.

Web: www.southsaskriverstewards.ca

99A-2366 Ave C N Saskatoon, SK S7L 5X5

SSRWSI February 2013 Newsletter

Page 5

AEGP Beneficial Management Practices
The following includes several examples of beneficial management practices that have been facilitated
by the SSRWSI Agri-Envrionmental Group Plans:
Remote Watering Systems
Remote watering systems are used to improve water quality, biodiversity and soil and plant
health. Impacts from livestock on an area can be managed by strategically placing watering systems. This protects high risk marginal soils and riparian areas (streambanks and shorelines), and
can be used in conjunction with windbreaks for wintering site management.

Portable Windbreaks and Shelters
Portable windbreaks, used in conjunction with remote watering systems or on their own, allows
producers to winter livestock out of corrals in a larger paddock or field. This reduces the concentration of manure and disperses nutrients throughout the field.

Perimeter or Cross Fencing
Producers can improve pasture, range, and riparian health by managing livestock through the use
of perimeter and cross fencing. Benefits include the ability to manage watering sites and riparian
areas (stream banks and shorelines), control invasive plants, increase biodiversity, improve health
and productivity of upland areas, reduce soil erosion and improve runoff water quality.

Seeding Riparian Areas annd Marginal High Risk Soils
Converting marginal land from annual grain production to permanent cover (forage production)
minimizes erosion and soil salinity, and improves habitat for wildlife. Seeding on steep slopes and
along creek banks also helps to manage erosion and improve water quality.

Well Decommissioning
Abandoned wells can effect ground water quality. Surface runoff can enter an abandoned well and
contaminate the aquifer or other nearby wells. Properly decommissioning these wells will protect
the environment and remove safety hazards for people and animals.

Manure Composting
Proper manure management can increase the protection of groundwater and surface water from
nutrients and pathogens and reduce odour and greenhouse gas emissions. Manure Composters (or
BeddingMasters) allow dairies to use recycled manure for bedding for their cows, reducing the
amount of waste that enters our environment.

A number of other BMPs are eligible for funding (manure application and storage improvements, improving
creek crossings, modifying waterways, farmyard runoff control, corral relocations etc.).
For more information visit www.southsaskriverstewards.ca/agri-environmental-group-plans.html or contact:

Leah Tallis
Sask Valley Area
(306) 254-4987
Ph: (306) 343-9549

Kerry Lowndes
West South Area
(306) 460-4987

Email: info@southsaskriverstewards.ca

Saeed Ul Amin
SSRWSI Office
(306) 343-9549

Web: www.southsaskriverstewards.ca

99A-2366 Ave C N Saskatoon, SK S7L 5X5
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Project Updates
The South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards are currently involved in several exciting
projects which are being coordinated by the SSRWSI staff in partnership with other stewardship or
research organizations.

Fish Habitat Project
SSRWSI has successfully completed its final season of the twoyear Fish Habitat Study. With funding provided by
Environment Canada, this program succeeded in identifying
areas of important fish habitat within tributaries that flow into
the South Saskatchewan River (Snakebite, Opimihaw,
Brightwater, Coteau, Fish and Red Deer Creeks). The project
involved mapping, photographing and assessing the aquatic
Juvenile yellow perch found in Coteau Creek
habitat as well as sampling for fish species to catalogue
utilization and spawning within the creeks.
Interactive maps and the final report have been made available on our website. This information
will enable watershed residents and industries to make informed decisions on proposed projects or
developments that have the potential to negatively impact fish habitat (barriers to fish movement,
loss of riparian vegetation, stream bank erosion and water quality concerns).
For more information, visit: www.southsaskriverstewards.ca/fish-habitat-project.html
Water Quality Project
The Water Quality Monitoring Project is a research and planning
initiative that brings together multiple stakeholders for integrated
source water protection in the watershed. The purpose of this
project is to identify key sources of land use or human activity
which can adversely impact water quality in the South
Saskatchewan River.
This program has been undertaken by Amanda Burke (Masters
of Environmental Science Candidate), and operated in
partnership with the University of Saskatchewan School of
environment and Sustainability. The research phase of the project is complete and the final report is
expected to be submitted to SSRWSI in spring 2013.
South Saskatchewan River, South of Saskatoon, SK

Education and Awareness Program
Through a collaboration between the University of Saskatchewan School of Public Health and
Saskatoon Public Schools, SSRWSI is currently taking part in a classroom education program
designed to increase awareness of factors that impact and shape our local water systems. Under the
mentorship of a U of S grad student, groups of grade 8 students from 4 Saskatoon Schools will
design and construct original projects related to water issues. SSRWSI is visiting grade 8
classrooms to deliver initial presentations that will give the students a good background knowledge
and understanding of watershed issues and provide them with inspiration for their projects.

Ph: (306)343-9549

Email: info@southsaskriverstewards.ca
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Recent and Upcoming Events
SSRWS Annual General Meeting - 1:00 pm on April 12, 2013 at the Community Centre in Osler
Watershed Advisory Committee (WAC) Meetings
North - March 18, 2013 at 1:00 pm in Osler at the Youth Centre (211 2nd Ave)
West - March 28, 2013 at 1:00 pm in Cabri at the Town Office
Lake Diefenbaker - March 22, 2013 at 1:00 pm in Outlook at the Town Hall

SARM and SUMA Conventions
SSRWSI will once again be featuring a tradeshow booth at the Annual Saskatchewan Association of Rural
Municipalities (SARM) Convention, which will be held on March 11th-14th at Prairieland Park in Saskatoon.
SSRWSI also attended the 2013 Saskatchewan Urban Municipality Association (SUMA) Convention, which
took place February 3rd-6th at TCU Place.

Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds (SAW) Conference
The 8th Annual Watershed Conference is taking place at the Moose Jaw Heritage Inn on April 9 & 10, 2013.
The conference theme for this year is “Think Globally, Act Locally” and the agenda includes a wide range of
discussions about how Saskatchewan can get involved in water protection issues. Visit the SAW website for
more information: http://www.saskwatersheds.ca/events.php

New Education and Communication Coordinator
Nancy Kennedy first joined SSRWSI as a Fisheries Technician in 2010, and has
worked on the Fish Habitat Project for the past two summer seasons. She was recently
hired as the Education and Communication Coordinator to improve watershed
awareness though various networking and educational initiatives. With a diploma in
Integrated Resource Management and a certificate in Geographic Information Science
(SIAST Woodland Campus), Nancy is educated in a variety of natural resource sectors
including forestry, wildlife and fisheries management, as well as geographic data
analysis and mapping.

Water Security Agency
Replacing the Saskatchewan Watershed Authority, the new Water Security Agency (WSA) will now lead the
management of the province’s water resources. The creation of this agency brings together various provincial
responsibilities for water to eliminate overlap and improve services. For more information, visit their website
at: www.wsask.ca

Rural Water Quality Advisory Program Ending
The Saskatchewan Watershed Authority/Water Security Agency is no longer offering the Rural Water
Quality Advisory Program for testing rural water wells. If you are not supplied by a community or municipal
water system and you have concerns regarding your drinking water, individuals who are interested in having
their well water tested should contact their local Health Region Office. Health Regions can be found by
going to www.health.gov.sk.ca/health-region-list. If you have any concerns regarding this program ending,
contact the Water Security Agency at 1-306-694-3900.

Be sure to check out our newly re-designed website! The new site offers
updated features and improved navigation to make it easier to keep watershed
residents, and our partner organizations up-to-date on the latest information and
events. www.southsaskriverstewards.ca

Ph: (306) 343-9549

Email: info@southsaskriverstewards.ca
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South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards Poster Contest
“Water and Wildlife”
Contest Rules:

Contest is open to all grade 4, 5 & 6 students
One entry per student
Poster must be on a single piece of paper no
larger than 8 ½ ” X 11”
Subject: “Water and Wildlife” (scenery, fish,
animals etc.)

Entry Deadline is March 29th, 2013
Winners announced April 15, 2013
Drop off or mail all entries to:
Saeed Ul Amin, Watershed Projects Manager
South Sask; River Watershed Stewards Inc.
99A-2366 Ave C N Saskatoon, SK S7L 5X5
Email: info@southsaskriverstewards.ca
www.southsaskriverstewards.ca/poster-contest.html

A separate cover sheet must accompany each entry with the following :
•Contestant’s name
•Parent/Guardian’s name
•Contestant’s address and phone #
•Contestant’s grade and age
•Full name and address of school
•Full name of teacher

Prizes:
1st Prize: $100 gift Certificate for Walmart or Future Shop
Winning local entry will also be entered to
win the provincial grand prize: iPod Touch
& $1500 Bursary
2nd Prize: $50 gift Certificate for Walmart or Future Shop

Grateful Acknowledgment to the following South Sask River Watershed Stewards members:

Cities
City of Saskatoon
Towns
Cabri, Cudworth, Eston, Kindersley,
Leader, Osler, Martensville
Villages
Alvena, Elbow, Macrorie,
Resort Village of Mistusinne
First Nations
Whitecap Dakota

Ph: (306)343-9549

F

Email: info@southsaskriverstewards.ca

Rural Municipalities
Chesterfield , Corman Park, Deerforks,
Excelsior, Fish Creek, Happyland,
Kindersley, Lacadena, Laird, Loreburn,
Miry Creek, Montrose, Newcombe,
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan Landing,
Snipe Lake, Victory
Special Interest Groups
Miry Creek Irrigation District #18
Meewasin Valley Authority
Pike Lake Cottage
and Watershed Association
SEIMA

Web: www.southsaskriverstewards.ca

99A-2366 Ave C N Saskatoon, SK S7L 5X5

