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South Sask River Watershed Stewards Membership Drive
The South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards is working to protect
the quality and quantity of water in the South Saskatchewan River Watershed. Our mission is to inspire and empower individuals, groups, communities and industry within the South Saskatchewan River Watershed to participate in stewardship initiatives and activities that will protect the beauty,
diversity and integrity of the watershed while encouraging environmentally
sustainable economic and cultural activities. Successful watershed stewardship not only improves the quality of our valuable water resources, but
also conserves the quantity of water available to us, reduces the cost of water treatment, and prevents waterborne illness.
The South Saskatchewan River is possibly the most important water source
in our province. About half of the entire population in Saskatchewan relies
on the South Saskatchewan River for their daily needs. Our river also supplies the two largest cities in Saskatchewan with their drinking water
(Saskatoon and Regina), and over 100 other urban and rural municipalities
rely on surface or groundwater that is connected to, reliant on, or recharged
by the South Saskatchewan River.
South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards is seeking your support by
becoming a member and helping us achieve our goal to provide affordable
water quality and wastewater treatment services to the residents of our watershed now and in the future.
Saeed Ul Amin (Watershed Projects Manager)
SSRWSI Board of Directors

South Saskatchewan River
Watershed Stewards Inc. (SSRWSI)
Web: www.southsaskriverstewards.ca
Email: info@southsaskriverstewards.ca
Ph: (306) 343-9549
Fx: (306) 343-9548
99A-2366 Ave C North
Saskatoon, SK S7L 5X5

CHAIRMAN:
Harold Martens, RM of Excelsior
VICE-CHAIR:
Ben Buhler, Town of Osler
SEC/TREAS:
Brenda Wallace City of Saskatoon
DIRECTORS:
Al Haron Town of Eston,
Rob Oldhaver, Town of Cabri; Myles Heidt, City of
Saskatoon; Mike Velonas, Meewasin V Authority;
Sherry Mervold RM of Corman; Gary Eagle (Whitecap
Dakota Dunes) and Eugene Matwishyn RM of P.A.
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Update on the Fish Habitat Project
The final season of the South Saskatchewan River Watershed
Stewards’ two- year Fish Habitat Study is currently underway,
following a successful season in 2011. The purpose of the
project, funded by Environment Canada’s Environmental
Damages Fund, is to investigate fish utilization and provide a
base knowledge of areas of important fish habitats within
tributaries that flow into the South Saskatchewan River. The
assessments included mapping, photographing and evaluating
the existing fish habitat as well as sampling for fish species in
the study area.
Investigations were conducted at 5 creeks within the South
Saskatchewan River Basin in 2011; Snakebite, Brightwater,
Opimihaw, Fish and Red Deer Creeks. Field sampling of fish Opimihaw Creek within Wanuskewin
Heritage Park, north of Saskatoon
communities using seine nets, hoop nets and minnow traps
resulted in the capture of 1074 fish from 9 different species. The majority of fish captured
throughout the 5 creeks were fathead minnows (Pimephales promelas), and brook sticklebacks
(Culaea inconstans). Both species occur in a very broad range of habitats and are known to be
tolerant to poor conditions (extremes in pH and salinity as well as low oxygen concentration).
Other species found in 2011 include spottail shiner (Notropis hudsonius), emerald shiner
(Notropis atherinoides), finescale dace (Phoximus neogaeuss), lake chub (Couesius
plumbeus), and shorthead redhorse (Moxostoma macrolepidotum).
Suitable fish habitat areas have been found within all 5 creek, considering aspects such as the
variety of substrates, aquatic and emergent vegetation and flow segments. Opimihaw Creek in
particular has been found to contain important fish within the Wanuskewin Heritage Park
where a variety of fish species have been found including white sucker (Catostomus
commersoni), and northern pike (Esox lucius).

Setting a hoop net in Coteau Creek near Danielson
Provincial Park

Ph: (306) 343-9549

Email: info@southsaskriverstewards.ca

Northern pike minnow (Esox lucius) found in
Opimihaw Creek

Web: www.southsaskriverstewards.ca

99A-2366 Ave C N Saskatoon, SK S7L 5X5
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An in-depth examination of habitat suitability
and fish populations will be undertaken
throughout July and August 2012. Several
Creeks previously studied in 2011 will be revisited and additional creeks will be considered
for sampling including Coteau, Spring , Miry,
Sage, Aitkow, and Summit Creeks. With help
from sampling equipment loaned to us by the
Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) we
will be able to accommodate a more
comprehensive habitat study of the health of
Yellow perch minnow (Perca flavescens) found in
the creek ecosystem. This includes Limnological
Coteau Creek
testing (temperature, dissolved oxygen, pH) as
well as stream channel measurements, habitat classification and substrate composition.
Through this research we hope to provide crucial data in order to monitor fish populations
and habitat related issues such as barriers to fish movement, loss of riparian vegetation and
stream bank erosion as well as water quality concerns. This database will enable watershed
residents and industries to make informed decisions on whether a proposed project or
development has the potential to negatively impact key fish habitat in the South
Saskatchewan River.
Fish Habitat Map
An interactive map containing data from the 2011/2012 Fish Habitat Project has been made
available for download on our website.
This map allows you to:
View the study areas and specific sample
locations (and associated data) from the
research project.
View important fish habitat areas in
relation to specific locations including
roads, communities, RM's or particular
coordinates.
View protected buffer zones (90, 200 and
500 meters around waterbodies).
Search for specific features using the "find" tool.
For more information on the Fish Habitat Project:
Visit our website:
Contact our Fish Technician:
Ph: (306) 343-9549

Email: info@southsaskriverstewards.ca

www.southsaskriverstewards.ca/programs.html
nancy.kennedy@southsaskriverstewards.ca
Web: www.southsaskriverstewards.ca

99A-2366 Ave C N Saskatoon, SK S7L 5X5
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Agri-Environmental Group Plans (AEGPs)
Agri-Environmental Group Plans raise awareness
of agriculture related environmental issues and allow for funding and compensation for agricultural
producers who wish to enact beneficial management practices (BMPs) for environmental protection and stewardship on their farms. This funding is
provided by the Canada Saskatchewan Farm Stewardship Program (CSFSP) to carry out their projects
for the benefit of their operation, and the watershed.
These projects positively impact the watershed and
address issues of water quality, nutrient management and soil erosion.
West South Saskatchewan AEGP Update
The West South Saskatchewan AEGP, encompasses the Rural Municipalities of Fox Valley, Happyland, Kindersley, Snipe Lake, Enterprise, Deer Forks, Clinworth, Miry Creek,
Riverside, Lacadena, Newcombe, Chesterfield and Milton.
The West South Saskatchewan AEGP continues to meet with producers to assess on-farm
risks and develop projects to improve their operations. As of June 2012, 62 producers in
the West South AEGP area have applied for 141 projects, with an estimated $401,888.06
in CSFSP funding. This includes: 41 fencing projects, 25 portable windbreaks, 24 remote
watering projects, 6 seeding to protect marginal high risk soils, 6 well decommissioning
projects, 2 water run modifications, 1 farm-yard run-off control, and 1 corral relocation.
Several education initiatives are also underway including on-farm planning consultations
focusing on watershed issues, Environmental Farm Plan Workshops, as well as participation in RM and producer meetings.
Sask Valley AEGP Update
The Sask Valley AEGP is located in central Saskatchewan, encompassing the Rural Municipalities of Laird, Rosthern, Vanscoy, Corman Park, and Dundurn. 51 applications for
projects were filled out with producers in the Sask Valley AEGP, which will result in an
estimated total of $510,115.46 in CSFSP funding.
This funding will help to provide for 2.75 miles of perimeter fence, 8.25 miles of cross
fence, 119 portable windbreaks and shelters, 2 remote water systems, 1 farmyard runoff
control project, 2 manure storage improvement projects, 3 manure application technology
projects, 471 ac of marginal land conversion, 2.75 miles of shelterbelt establishment, and 7
well decommissioning projects.

Ph: (306)343-9549

F

Email: info@southsaskriverstewards.ca

Web: www.southsaskriverstewards.ca

99A-2366 Ave C N Saskatoon, SK S7L 5X5

SSRWSI August 2012 Newsletter

Page 5

The West South Saskatchewan and Saskatchewan Valley AEGPs
By supporting producers in the West South Saskatchewan and Sask Valley focus areas, we
hope to help encourage an increase in the use of beneficial management practices and projects
that will help to improve the health of our watershed and contribute to safe, clean water
supplies.

Where are the AEGP groups located?

Sask Valley AEGP focus area

West South SK AEGP focus area

These maps are from the Source Water Protection Plan background document created by
Saskatchewan Watershed Authority and edited by Melissa Nordin and Coy Schellenberg from
the Prairie Council of ADD Boards (PCAB).
For more information on Agri-Environmental Farm Planning, please contact:
Kerry Lowndes
Leah Tallis

WSSK AEGP
Sask Valley AEGP

(306) 460-4987
(306) 254-4463

Or contact Saeed Ul Amin from the South Sask River Watershed Stewards, at (306) 343-9549.

Ph: (306) 343-9549

Email: info@southsaskriverstewards.ca

Web: www.southsaskriverstewards.ca

99A-2366 Ave C N Saskatoon, SK S7L 5X5
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Rural Water Quality Advisory Program
Safe drinking water is both a priority and a concern for rural residents who don’t have access to a
water treatment system. Relying on private ground water wells for their daily needs, rural residents
and communities may use untreated water that appears safe according to the look, taste, or smell of
their water, but which actually contains contaminants that can cause short term illness, such as
bacteria like Escherichia coli, or long term and chronic health problems, like high sulphates.
The safety of a water supply cannot be determined without thorough
testing, which is expensive and requires some knowledge on proper
sampling procedures. Fortunately there are provincial programs in
place from the Saskatchewan Watershed Authority which provide
assistance with testing rural domestic and community water wells.
The Rural Water Quality Advisory Program is a province-wide
service that helps rural residents assess and improve their water
supply. Through the program, a qualified technologist will come to
your residence to sample your raw groundwater. These samples are
then analysed at a certified laboratory across 31 different water
quality parameters. These results are then provided with an
explanation and guideline on how to use the results to improve
drinking water quality.
Individuals: The program is available to anyone who relies on a private water system, including
farmers, ranchers, acreage owners, northern operators, and trailer park residents. The cost of
sampling and assessment is 100$.
Communities: Additional services are also available to communities at risk for no cost. These
communities are selected based upon previous groundwater issues, community growth and
expansion, or due to heavy reliance on private wells to provide water for community residents.
For more information on the Rural Water Quality Advisory Program call 1-866-TEST-H2O (1-866837-8420) or contact the Saskatchewan Watershed Authority at one of their regional offices, such
as:
Saskatchewan Watershed Authority Saskatoon Office
101 – 108 Research Drive Saskatoon, SK S7K 3R3
Ph: (306) 933-7442
Fax: (306) 933-6820
E-mail: comm@swa.ca
Saskatchewan Watershed Authority Swift Current Regional Office
Box 5000 3rd Floor, E.I. Wood Building 350 Cheadle Street West Swift Current, SK S9H 4G3
Ph: (306) 778-8257
Fax: (306) 778-8271
E-mail: comm@swa.ca

Ph: (306)343-9549
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Membership Application Form
Name of Your Association:
Please indicate which one of the following Categories and corresponding Membership Fee that apply to your Association:






 Population > 1,500
 Population 501 – 1,500
 Population 101 – 500
 Population < 100

Urban Municipality
Rural Municipality
($750 + GST)
First Nations
($750 + GST)
Special Interest Group ($250 + GST)

Representative:

($500 + GST)
($250 + GST)
($100 + GST)

[Must be a resident of the South Saskatchewan River Watershed]

Name:

Title / Position:

Alternate:

Title / Position:

Info

($1000 + GST)

For Representative

For Office (&/or Alternate)

Mailing
Address:
R.M.:
Phone:
Fax:
Cell:
Email:
Website:
Other:

 Cheque enclosed.

 Please send us an invoice.

Date:

Signature:

Please make cheques payable to:
Address:

South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards Inc.

99a - 2366 Ave C North
Saskatoon, SK
S7L 5X5

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

(306) 343-9549
(306) 343-9548
info@southsaskriverstewards.ca

www.southsaskriverstewards.ca
Ph: (306) 343-9549

Email: info@southsaskriverstewards.ca

Web: www.southsaskriverstewards.ca

99A-2366 Ave C N Saskatoon, SK S7L 5X5
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Benefits of Membership
Membership with the South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards is open to Urban and
Rural Municipalities, First Nations and entities (special interest groups) with similar goals and
objectives within our watershed.
By being a member of the South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards, you can:
Significantly increase access to funding and projects.
Bring watershed programs and initiatives to your community.
Get access to technical support.
Facilitate wise use of your tax dollars.
Make it easier to access valuable information and existing programs.
Give your residents a forum to express concerns over water-related issues and to seek
solutions collectively, rather than in isolation.
Subsequently, you will:
Increase awareness of the water resource.
Encourage a stewardship ethic within our watershed.
Improve water quality and quantity.
Realize the potential to leave the watershed better than we found it!
Grateful Acknowledgment to the following South Sask River Watershed Stewards members:

Cities
City of Saskatoon
Towns
Town of Cabri, Town of Cudworth,
Town of Eston, Town of Kindersley,
Town of Osler, Town of Leader
Villages
Conquest, Elbow, Macrorie, Alvena

Rural Municipalities
Chesterfield , Corman Park,
Deer Forks, Dundurn, Excelsior,
Fish Creek, Happyland, Kindersley,
Lacadena, Laird, Loreburn,
Miry Creek, Monrose, Newcombe,
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan Landing,
Snipe Lake, Victory

Resorts / Hamlets
Mistusinne

Special Interest Groups
Miry Creek Irrigation District # 18
Meewasin Valley Authority
SEIMA

First Nations
Whitecap Dakota

Ph: (306)343-9549
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