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Design:
Flat bottomed
Side slopes: 1 meter vertical for every 4 meters horizontal
Channel bottom width not less than 3 meters
Channel depth not less than 0.3 meters

Stop Aquatic Invasive
Species
iMapInvasives
Farm Stewardship
Program (FSP)
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kerry.wssk@sasktel.net

Construction:
When work can be completed in a few days, late spring or early fall
Seeding should extend from outer edge of buffer strip (3-5 meters) through channel to
outer edge of buffer strip on other side
Cross seeding or seeding in an “S” pattern is most desirable
Estimate 3-4 hours of excavation per acre
Vegetation:
Seed mixture could include a cereal crop to provide early, temporary erosion protection
Use hardy, long lived sod forming grass
Use shorter growing grasses for less maintenance and taller grasses and legumes for hay
Don’t use bunch grasses, shallow rooted grasses or invasive species
Consider salinity and flooding
Maintenance:
Inspect after rains, repair bare spots quickly, control invasive weeds
Apply fertilizer when runoff risk is low
Mow waterway 2 or 3 times a year to help thicken sod
Do not use as travel lane, avoid using as “turn rows”, avoid crossing when wet
Plough land at right angles to waterway to allow surface water to flow into the waterway
Never plough a headland furrow parallel to the waterway (a gully will develop in the future)
Remove any sediment that accumulates
Under the Farm Stewardship Program there is 75% funding for Natural Waterway
Erosion Control to a maximum of $30,000, and 50% funding for Water Flow and
Erosion Control to a maximum of $20,000, for eligible producers and projects.
These Beneficial Management Practices (BMPs) both require pre-approval. Contact
your local AEGP technician for more information.

South Sask River
Watershed Stewards

Riparian Buffers

Upcoming Events
Canadian Forage and
Grassland Association
Conference
November 17-19, 2015
Saskatoon
Grazing for Tomorrow
Speaker: Steve Kenyon
January 19-20, 2016
Meadow Lake
Prairie Conservation and
Endangered Species
Conference
February 16-18, 2016
Saskatoon
International Rangeland
Congress
July 17-22, 2016
Saskatoon

Information compiled from fact sheets by Water Security Agency, Cows and Fish, and ConservationTools

Riparian buffers are the vegetative areas bordering rivers, streams, and other waterways
and they directly impact the aquatic environment. Saskatchewan has over 80,000 km of
streamcourse. Studies show that 40% of the wetlands in Saskatchewan have been lost
since settlement and approximately 70% riparian areas in the province are unhealthy.

(Information from the Water Security Agency’s Riparian Areas Fact Sheet)

Benefits of a healthy riparian buffer are:
Protect quality of water we drink
Intercept pollutants carried by surface water and remove excess nitrogen,
phosphorus and other substances that pollute water bodies
Minimize erosion
Decrease frequency and intensity of flooding and low stream flows
Reduce swings in stream temperatures that can harm aquatic life
Food and habitat for wildlife
Replenish groundwater and protect associated wetlands
Increases the amount of soil moisture available for adjacent crop & forage production
Riparian vegetation traps and holds sediment. Nitrogen, phosphorus, heavy metals and
pesticides from runoff become attached to sediment, are removed by plant uptake, or
are degraded by bacteria. A buffer of 30 meters is generally adequate, but studies show a
90 meter wide riparian area and buffer strip can reduce sediment in streams, rivers, and
lakes by 50%.

Ministry of Ag Events
www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca/
Calendar

Resources
Is Your Water safe?

To test water quality for
drinking water or livestock
contact your RM office or
Regional Health Office
For more information visit:
www.saskatchewan.ca
Search Water Testing
Phone: 306-787-7138

Rural Water Quality
Information Tool

On-line tool assesses the quality
and suitability of raw water
sources for privately owned
and operated water supplies
http://www.agric.gov.ab.ca/
app84/rwqit

Courtesy Ducks Unlimited Canada

Under the Farm Stewardship Program there is 50% funding for Protecting High
Risk Erodible and Saline Soils to a maximum of $10,000 for eligible producers and
projects. One project under this BMP would be seeding riparian buffer strips.
Contact your AEGP technician for more information.
The South Sask River AEGP techs
are available to give presentations
on the Farm Stewardship and
Farm and Ranch Water
Infrastructure Programs.

Environmental Farm Plans:
Voluntary assessments to increase
environmental awareness.
To complete or update an EFP visit
efp.saskatchewan.ca.
For information contact the
Agriculture Knowledge Centre at
1-866-457-2377

Farm and Ranch Water Infrastructure Program
To develop sustainable non-potable water supplies
for agriculture use on farm
Eligible Projects:
Small and large diameter on-farm wells
Shallow buried pasture pipelines
Deep buried pipelines
Dugouts and dugout expansions
Relocation of existing livestock water systems
for environmental purpose
Protecting existing wells
Decommissioning wells
Up to 50% cost-shared funding is available for eligible
producers and projects. Well decommissioning receive
90% of expenses for eligible producers and projects.

Stop Aquatic Invasive Species, such as Zebra Mussels
Collin McGuire, Fisheries Biologist, Ministry of Environment

Every summer, many people come to enjoy Saskatchewan lakes and rivers.
Whether for fishing, recreational boating, or other water related activities, our
waters provide the province with many social, economic, and environmental benefits.
Aquatic invasive species (AIS) represent an economic and ecological threat to
aquatic habitats, fisheries, valuable recreational resources and water-related
infrastructure. The confirmation of adult zebra mussels in Lake Winnipeg, Man.
has heightened concerns about the potential spread of aquatic invasive species
into this province. The primary method of AIS introduction and spread is the
transport of watercrafts and related gear overland. Once established, there is
no viable method for eradicating or controlling invasive mussels. Prevention is
the most cost-effective way to control their introduction and spread.
Before returning home from out of province, or moving between water within
the province, make sure to:
1) CLEAN - your boat by removing all visible plants, animals, and mud.
2) DRAIN - your boat of all water from the motor, live-wells, bilge, and ballast
tanks and remove the boat plug while transporting your boat.
3) DRY- your boat, equipment, and all related gear. Many invasive species
require only moist conditions to continue survival out of water.

The South Saskatchewan River
Agri-Environmental Group Plan is
a producer based group dedicated to
raising watershed awareness among
local area farmers and ranchers.
Producers within the boundaries of
the South Sask River Watershed
are able to access the
Canada-Saskatchewan Farm
Stewardship Program.
The CSFSP provides
cost-shared funding to
encourage the implementation of
Beneficial Management Practices.
The BMPs help address issues of
water quality, nutrient management
and soil erosion within the watershed.

For more info contact the South Sask River Watershed Stewards at 306-343-9549.
………………………………………………………………...

Map: Government of Saskatchewan

Keeping Tabs on Invasive Species: iMapInvasives
Ahdia Hassan, Sask Conservation Data Centre (CDC)

The Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre administers a GIS-based invasive
species mapping & data management tool, iMapInvasives. By providing a central
data repository for invasive species information, the Conservation Data Centre
provides easily accessible, up-to-date information.
iMapInvasives stores occurrence, treatment, and survey records for non-native
plants and animals. For example, iMapInvasives is being used in province-wide
early detection survey efforts for invasive Zebra and Quagga mussels. Details will be
entered into our central data base by local organizations and viewable by all users.
The power of this program is its ability to promote a
collaborative environment- where interested members
of the public can engage with provincial experts and
managers to report and control invasive species.
More eyes and ears in the field helps us react quickly
to new invaders and new infestations of known invaders.
We’re working on ways to make the system accessible
to users with varying technical abilities and time
commitments. We are also in the process of launching
a new mobile app for iMapInvasives, so stay tuned!
Visit the Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre at
http://biodiversity.sk.ca/Invasives.htm.

Website Links
South Sask River Watershed Stewards
www.southsaskriverstewards.ca
Ministry of Agriculture Webinars
www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca/Webinars
Water Security Agency
www.wsask.ca
Sask Forage Council
www.saskforage.ca

Sask Invasive Species Council
www.saskinvasives.ca
Prairie Conservation Action Plan
(PCAP) www.pcap-sk.org
Testing iMapInvasives Mobile

iMapInvasives
http://imapinvasives.org/skimi

Farm Stewardship Program
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Kerry Lowndes

Beneficial Management
Practice

Funding Level

Pre-Approval/
Rebate

Relocation of Livestock Confinement*

60% to $50,000

Pre-Approval

Fencing to Protect Surface Water*

50% to $10,000

Rebate

Farmyard Runoff Control*

50% to $30,000

Pre-Approval

Riparian Area Grazing Management
and Fencing*

50% to $10,000

Pre-Approval

Native Grassland Grazing Management*

50% to $10,000

Pre-Approval

Carcass Disposal Plans

75% to $30,000

Pre-Approval

Livestock Site Management

Manure Management

306-460-4987

Manure Storage Enhancements

30% to $50,000

Pre-Approval

kerry.wssk@sasktel.net

Manure Application Equipment
and Technologies

30% to $30,000

Rebate

Natural Waterway Erosion Control*

75% to $30,000

Pre-Approval

Creek and Stream Crossing*

50% to $20,000

Pre-Approval

Native Plant Establishment*

75% to $10,000

Pre-Approval

Protecting High Risk Erodible
and Saline Soils*

50% to $10,000

Rebate

$1200/mile to $5,000

Rebate

Water Flow and Erosion Control*

50% to $20,000

Pre-Approval

IPM Collection and Monitoring

50% to $1,000

Rebate

Irrigation Management Planning

50% to $2,000

Rebate

Irrigation Equipment Modification

30% to $50,000

Pre-Approval

Variable Rate Irrigation Technology

30% to $15,000

Pre-Approval

Variable Rate Fertilizer Equipment

30% to $5,000

Rebate

Variable Rate Mapping

30% to $2,000

Rebate

Used Oil Storage

50% to $2,000

Rebate

Grain Bag Recycling

50% to $5,000

Rebate

20-50% of $50,000

Pre-Approval

Land Management
We can direct you to technical
support and help with
applications for the
Farm Stewardship Program,
the Farm & Ranch Water
Infrastructure Program, and
the Invasive Plant Control
Program.

CONTACT US
TODAY!

Shelterbelt Establishment

Irrigation Management

Precision Farming
Russian Knapweed
Noxious Weed

Agricultural Wastes

Environmental Solutions
Environmental Solutions

*Available through AEGP without EFP, all BMPs available with an EFP
There is a Multi-Producer Erosion Control BMP. Contact AEGP tech for details.

