
 

 

•  Educational awareness Field Days & Workshops 

•  Outreach at Tradeshows and Community Events  

•  SSRWSI Website www.southsaskriverstewards.ca  

•  Water Quality Monitoring Project 

•  Fish Habitat Mapping Project  

•  Agriculture Environmental Group Plans 

•  Our first Watershed Conference:  “Clean Where We Live”:    

   Beneficial Residential Development Practices for Our Watershed 

•  Art & Essay contest for Grade 6 students “What My Watershed Means To Me” 

•  Capacity Building:  Hired Chief Executive Officer & Expanded SSRWSI office  

With the continued support of our Membership and Supporting Partners, 2010 

promises to be busy and productive with the progression of the implementation of 

the plan, expansion of existing projects and the pursuit of new initiatives. 

Brad Ashdown, SSRWSI Chief Executive Officer 
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For those of you who I have not met, my name 

is Brad Ashdown and I have recently been 

hired as the CEO for the South Saskatchewan 

River Watershed Stewards.  On behalf of our 

Chairman, Harold Martens, and the Board of 

Directors, I want to thank everyone who has 

helped us in the past year, providing support, 

resources and services that contribute to the 

preservation of the South Saskatchewan River 

Watershed for now and for future generations.  

In 2009 we continued to address the objectives 

listed in the Source Water Protection Plan by 

working on numerous initiatives including: 

http://www.southsaskriverstewards.ca
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     On October 8th, 2009, the South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards joined forces with the 

Provincial Council of ADD Boards (PCAB) and the Saskatchewan Watershed Authority (SWA) in 

hosting a field day near Mendham in the R.M. of Deer Forks. 
     Producers saw first hand as an old well at Doug Smith’s farm was decommissioned.  “In 1973, a 30 

inch well on our farm was drilled with a galvanized casing and the water that came from the well was 

somewhat rusty. In 2006 the well that was 100 feet deep caved in and rusted out and ended up only 

being 75 feet deep and the water became much rusted. In 2006 we drilled a new well. So after four years 

we decide to decommission the old well so we would not contaminate the new well.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The following steps/procedures were demonstrated and explained: 

 Removal of well equipment (ensure there is no power, remove pump, drop pipe, wires. etc.) 
 Obtaining necessary info on the well (depth, diameter) to figure out how much material will be 

required to fill the well. 
 Filling and sealing of the well with adequate and appropriate fill material and/or bentonite, to 

prevent vertical movement of water. 

 Removal of the upper ten feet of the casing is also done while the hole is being properly sealed.” 

     Interested producers then headed north of the river to look at a solar winter watering system and 

discuss the various options for watering livestock on pasture during the winter.   

     “There are a lot of old wells that have been abandoned without being properly sealed / 

decommissioned.  These neglected wells pose serious threats to public safely.  We have all heard horror 

stories on the news about kids falling into old wells.  Some of us have seen farm machinery sunk into an 

old well.  Animals and livestock can be in the same predicament.  Abandoned wells also threaten water 

supplies by providing open conduits into aquifers (water bearing formations) that other wells are 

developed into.  Any contaminants getting into an old well, has the potential to affect many other 

wells," said Shirley Sawatzky, with the Agri-Environmental Services Branch of Agriculture Canada. 

     “A lot of great information was shared today.  Producers do care about their watershed and what 

impact agriculture has on it” said Julie MacKenzie with the Provincial Council of ADD Boards.  “The 

next step is to have those producers interested in starting an Agri-Environmental Group plan get 

together and learn even more about this type of group.   

     “It looks like there is enough interest to hit the ground running in the spring.”  Brad Ashdown, CEO 

for the South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards, said their support to producers is a win-win 

situation.  “By supporting producers in the watershed we hope to help encourage an increase in the use 

of beneficial management practices through the development of an AEGP.  Each project has the 

potential to contribute to safe clean water supplies for everyone in the watershed.” 

mailto:info@southsaskriverstewards.ca
http://www.southsaskriverstewards.ca/
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Producers within the South Saskatchewan River Watershed have a huge opportunity in front of them.  

The provincial government’s Ministry of Agriculture is inviting new watershed-based Agri-

Environmental Group Plans (AEGPs) to start up across the province.  AEGPs are producer driven, 

awareness based groups which provide local producers the ability to access funding for implementing 

specific Beneficial Management Practices (BMPs) under the Canada-Saskatchewan Farm 

Stewardship Program (CSFSP), without having to have completed an Environmental Farm Plan. 
 

As issues within the watershed are determined, an action plan to address these issues can be devised.   

A proposal outlining the issues identified by the group and the plans to address them is then submitted 

to the Ministry of Agriculture. Once approved by the Ministry of Agriculture, a detailed action plan is 

developed, including a target number of projects that will be completed within the watershed. 

Producers are then able to apply to the CSFSP and complete their approved projects.  Technical support 

is provided by a local BMP technician for the AEGP, providing one-on-one consultation with 

producers.  In addition to this, guidance given by experienced local producers generally results in 

strong on-farm beneficial management practice projects with huge benefits to the watershed. 
 

The Provincial Council of ADD Boards (PCAB) through their Watershed Awareness Initiative have 

been assisting Saskatchewan Watershed Groups in raising agri-environmental awareness:   

guiding them through the process of forming an AEGP, completing CSFSP applications,  

going through the approval process and continuing to help them once they are up and running. 
  

AEGPs are a good fit with our Source Water Protection Plan and other stewardship initiatives as they 

can be used to directly address some of the agriculturally related environmental issues identified in the 

plan.  We want to support and encourage AEGP groups because they have a positive cumulative affect 

on water quality in the watershed, provided through educating and assisting a significant number of 

producers in a localized area. 
 

 
Some popular projects include installing a winter water system and portable windbreaks to winter 

extensively instead of in the corral, and seeding marginal high risk soils back to perennial grass or 

legumes.  Other projects include re-vegetating water runs, upgrading manure storage, relocating corrals 

and decommissioning abandoned wells. 
 

A complete list of BMPs can be accessed through our website at www.southsaskriverstewards.ca .  

Look on the Programs tab under the heading Agri-Environmental Group Plans. 
 

 

 Brad Ashdown, South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards - 270-4932 

 Maurija Skansen, South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards – 867-9549 

 Julie MacKenzie, Provincial Council of ADD Boards (PCAB) – 264-3884 
 

Funding for AEGPs and the CSFSP is provided through Growing Forward by the  

Government of Canada- Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and  

Government of Saskatchewan- Ministry of Agriculture. 

mailto:info@southsaskriverstewards.ca
http://www.southsaskriverstewards.ca/
http://www.southsaskriverstewards.ca/
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In 2009 the South Saskatchewan River Watershed 

Stewards hosted a Tradeshow booth at the Saskatchewan 

Urban Municipalities Association Convention in February 

and co-hosted a booth at the Saskatchewan Association of 

Rural Municipalities Convention in March.   

Once again the tradeshows were opportunities to interact 

with members and potential members, promote programs, 

distribute information and talk to urban and rural 

representatives about their watershed concerns.  

Our co-hosts at the SARM Tradeshow were the North 

Saskatchewan River Basin Council (NSRBC) and 

Wascana Upper Qu’appelle Watersheds Taking 

Responsibility (WUQWATR), our counterparts in two 

neighbouring watersheds. 

We will again be hosting  booths at the 

upcoming 2010 SUMA and SARM Tradeshows. 

The 2010 SUMA Tradeshow will take place Feb. 

1st & 2nd at Evraz Place in Regina in conjunction 

with the 2010 SUMA Convention which runs 

from February 1st to the 4th. 

The 2010 SARM Tradeshow will take place 

Mar. 8th to 10th at Evraz Place in Saskatoon in 

conjunction with the 2010 SARM Convention 

which runs from March 8th to 11th. 

Drop by and say hello and enter a draw for a 

Watershed Friendly Prize! 

When: Monday,  March 22,  2010 

Where: Outlook, SK     Royal Canadian Legion Hall - Thomas St. & Railway Ave 

West WAC Area:  Thursday, February 25, 2010 

    Eston, SK     Recreation Centre Mezzanine - 310, 3rd Street S.W.  
 

North WAC Area:  Wednesday, March 3, 2010 

    Cudworth, SK Seniors Rec. Centre - 216 Main Street  
 

Lake Diefenbaker:  Tuesday,  March 16,  2010 

WAC Area   Outlook, SK  Legion Hall - Thomas St. & Railway Ave 
 

mailto:info@southsaskriverstewards.ca
http://www.southsaskriverstewards.ca/
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This was as the theme of a one day conference, organized and hosted by the  South Saskatchewan River 

Watershed Stewards in Osler on March 19, 2009, where strategies for residential development were explored 

that allow for both economic and environmental success. 

Our Keynote Speaker, David Reid spoke on Water Conservation and Rainwater Management.  Mr. Reid is an 

architect, planner and principal with HB Lanarc Consultants.  “We work with public and private organizations to 

help develop innovative, integrated, and sustainability‐focused solutions.  Whether a single project or a whole 

community, we create places that are resilient, efficient, and ultra‐liveable - projects that advance the well‐being 

of both the residents and the surrounding ecosystem.”  Throughout his presentation, Mr. Reid identified and 

deftly dispelled the “top ten” common misconceptions in rainwater management.  In the process, he explained 

that complete rainwater management incorporates; land use planning, stormwater source controls, water use and 

reuse, water conservation and working with the natural water cycle.  Some examples of stormwater source 

controls are:  absorbent landscape, infiltration swales, rain gardens, pervious paving, street trees, green roof, 

wetland & bio-filter, all of which he showed could be aesthetically appealing while functional and effective.   

Derek Thompson, Senior Planner with City of Saskatoon Land Branch, made a presentation about Evergreen, “a 

Village within the City”.  The “Sustainable Urban Village” will incorporate such features as solar energy 

systems, xeriscaping, water use reduction strategies, rainwater capture and permeable paving materials.  The 

design uses land efficiently with a variety of housing choices, and promotes less vehicle dependence with a 

linear park system allowing for pedestrian and cyclist connectivity. 

Ryan Evans, Environmental Project Officer with the Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment (MOE) reviewed 

acts and regulations relating to water or wastewater in small urban development,  going over the processes and 

requirements required by municipalities and developers under this legislation.  Ryan’s presentation also 

incorporated 6 common pitfalls to avoid that can end up saving municipalities huge amounts of money. 

Greg Plett, President of TankSmart, talked about the role of onsite wastewater systems.  “Wastewater is an 

undeniable part of the water cycle”  CMHC estimates that 40% of residential wastewater in Canada is handled 

by onsite systems.  Onsite wastewater systems can provide sustainable means of treatment as long as key issues 

such as certification and regulation are addressed.  Also necessary is industry cooperation, government support 

and public awareness. 

Greg Hanwell, Owner, Beer Bros. Bakery & Cuisine shared his experience with his restaurant’s progressive and 

innovative Grey Water Recycling Project.  Advantages of using grey water, with specific reference to 

municipalities, include potential cost savings in the following areas:  drinking water treatment, wastewater 

treatment, operation and maintenance, as well as capital cost reduction.  With an annual water bill in excess of 

$25,000.00, the truth is that grey water recycling makes economic sense for Beer Bros. in terms of bottom line. 

Alan Parkinson, President of the Saskatchewan Watershed Authority, spoke about the need to assess 

Saskatchewan’s Surface and Groundwater supply.  He explained the purpose and responsibilities of the 

Watershed Authority in Saskatchewan with specific reference to their partnerships in Source Water Protection 

with local Watershed Groups such as ours.  Mr. Parkinson went on to explain challenges and issues associated 

with water management and review elements of a plan to address these challenges, including increased spending 

on surface and ground water resource studies over the next four years. 

Russ McPherson is a manager with WaterWolf, which is a Land-Use project that takes in a large 27, 640 km2 

section of the South Saskatchewan River Basin including Lake Diefenbaker.  WaterWolf brings municipalities 

together and the project serves as the hub for regional planning services, geographic information services (GIS), 

website management, GPS data gathering all geared towards improved municipal planning.  It involves 16 

R.M.’s and 46 local governments, and is quickly becoming a model for regional cooperation, as well as 

providing a long-term plan for the region. 

For more information about the conference including the PowerPoint presentations, please visit our website  

www.southsaskriverstewards.ca and click on “Past Events” - 2009 on the Events Tab.   

mailto:info@southsaskriverstewards.ca
http://www.southsaskriverstewards.ca/
http://www.southsaskriverstewards.ca/
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Purpose:    To recognize successful locally-led watershed or water resource protection, management & 

restoration approaches in the South Saskatchewan River Watershed. 
 

Nominee:       Name: __________________________ 

Phone #: _______________     Address:_________________________ 

Email:  ____________________________   _________________________ 

Website (if available): __________________   _________________________ 
 

Nominator:       Name: __________________________ 

Phone #: _______________     Address:_________________________ 

Email:  ____________________________   _________________________ 

Website (if available): __________________   _________________________ 

 

Category:   Group       Individual       Business       Landowner / Producer 
 

Please include a detailed description of stewardship activities and initiatives undertaken by the nominee.  
 

Eligibility:    Any organization or individual that aims to improve or protect the South Saskatchewan River 

Watershed’s water resources.  This includes river advocates,  watershed councils, local and regional 

government, nonprofits, academic institutions, sportsmen clubs, individuals, and businesses. 
 

 

Send the nomination form to: South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards 

    Attn: Watershed Steward Committee 

    Box 662    Outlook SK    S0L 2N0    

mailto:info@southsaskriverstewards.ca
http://www.southsaskriverstewards.ca/


 

 

 

Membership Application Form 
 

Name of Your Association: 

 

Please indicate which one of the following Categories and corresponding Membership Fee that apply to your Association: 

 Urban Municipality    Population  >  1,500      ($1000 + GST) 

 Rural Municipality  ($750 + GST)  Population 501 – 1,500    ($500 + GST) 

 First Nations  ($750 + GST)  Population 101 – 500       ($250 + GST) 

 Special Interest Group   ($250 + GST)  Population  <  100           ($100 + GST) 
 

Representative:     [Must be a resident of the South Saskatchewan River Watershed] 

 

 

     Cheque enclosed.      Please send us an invoice. 

Date: Signature:   

Please make cheques payable to:      South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards Inc. 

Address: P.O. Box 662 Phone: (306) 867-9549 

 410 Saskatchewan Avenue West Fax:  (306) 867-9548 

 Outlook, SK     S0L 2N0  Email: info@southsaskriverstewards.ca 
 

 

Name: Title / Position: 

Alternate: Title / Position: 

Info For Representative  For Office (&/or Alternate) 

Mailing 

Address: 

  

R.M.: 
  

Phone: 
  

Fax: 
  

Cell: 
  

Email: 
  

Website: 
  

Other: 
  

 

Ph: (306)867-9549     Fx: (306)867-9548     Email:  info@southsaskriverstewards.ca      Web:  www.southsaskriverstewards.ca     Box 662   Outlook SK   S0L 2N0 

mailto:info@southsaskriverstewards.ca
http://www.southsaskriverstewards.ca/


 

 

 

Page 8 SSRWSI January 2010 Newsletter 

    Cabri       Cudworth 

    Eston       Kindersley 

    Osler       Outlook 

 
Conquest       Elbow 

 
Mistusinne      Smuts 

Whitecap Dakota  

Saskatoon 

Miry Creek Irrigation  

District # 18 

Meewasin  
Valley Authority 

Chesterfield 

Corman Park 

Coteau 

Deer Forks 

Excelsior 

Fertile Valley 

Fish Creek 

Happyland 

Hoodoo 

Kindersley 

Lacadena 

Loreburn 

Miry Creek 

Newcombe 

Prince Albert 

Riverside 

Rudy 

Saskatchewan Landing 

Snipe Lake 

Victory 
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