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What rangelands do for us, What we can do for them
Rachel Turnquist, Regional Forage Specialist, Sask Ministry of Ag

Bringing home cattle off summer rangeland in October is a tradition many are familiar
with. The air is crisp; perhaps the sun is shining and there is a breeze kicking up the
yellow and brown fallen leaves. It is impressive to see that the calves have grown so
4R Nutrient Stewardship much in such a short time period. Not only do rangelands provide forage for livestock,
they are also silently performing other functions. Deep and diverse roots protect the
FRWIP
soil from erosion and improve water infiltration, storage and regulation. The left over
plant material, the litter, will help catch snow over the winter. Next year that litter
Biobeds
will help regulate soil temperature and protect the soil from erosion. Eventually it will
Are You A Good
decompose feeding the hungry unseen soil microbes. Rangelands do this so quietly
Steward Of The Land? and efficiently that it is easy to miss.
Farm Stewardship Program Stewardship is the careful and responsible management of something entrusted to
one's care. In rangelands this is ensuring that they can perform their key functions.
There are many tools available to pick and choose from to assist good stewardship.
These may include conducting range health assessments and creating grazing plans
followed with measuring changes over time. Stewardship of rangelands is ensuring the
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grass is going to continue flourish year after year. In return the cattle are fed, the soil
TODAY!
is healthier, water is cleaned and regulated. The cycle continues.
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Your AEGP technician can facilitate a riparian or range health assessment for your
operation. Under the Farm Stewardship Program there is 50% funding for
Native Rangeland Grazing Management and Riparian Area Grazing
Management to maximum of $10,000 for eligible producers and projects.

306-291-7499

leah.aegp@gmail.com
Kerry Lowndes
306-460-4987
kerry.wssk@sasktel.net
We can direct you to technical
support and help with
applications for the
Farm Stewardship and the
Farm & Ranch Water
Infrastructure Programs

Growing Forward 2 will be ending in 2018 and there are deadlines to be aware of:
Farm Stewardship Program Pre-approval applications must be in by June 30,
2017 and all claims must be in by January 31, 2018.
Farm and Ranch Water Infrastructure Program applications must be in by
August 1, 2017 and all claims must be in by February 15, 2018.

Upcoming Events
Cow Health, Productivity,
& Marketing
October 27, 2016
Spiritwood
Sask Oilseed Producer
Meeting
November 16, 2016
Prince Albert
November 17, 2016
Rosetown
Regional Pulse Meeting
January 31, 2016
Rosetown
Foraging into the Future
December 7 & 8, 2016
Swift Current
Ministry of Ag Events
www.Saskatchewan.ca
Search Ag Events Calendar

AEGP Events
Leafy Spurge Solutions
Symposium
November 3, 2016
North Battleford

Ag Water Coffee Talk
November 29, 2016
Maple Creek

4R Nutrient Stewardship

John Ippolito, Regional Crop Specialist, Kindersley

4R Nutrient Stewardship is an initiative to encourage the adoption of best management
practices of fertilizer applications. It is led by the International Plant Nutrition Institute.
The approach for the 4R plan is to implement fertilizer applications that address
economic, environmental and social concerns that are essential in developing
sustainable agricultural systems.
The basis of the 4R plan is:
Right Source of nutrient to address the
time and method of application
Right Rate to match fertilizer applications
with crop requirements
Right Time to make nutrients available
when required by the crop
Right Place to place the nutrients where
the crops can use them
It is important to note that there is no single set of recommendations that applies to
all situations or farms. There are a number of factors that are considered in developing
a fertilizer management plan that addresses the 4Rs. These factors include:
Soils – are they prone to leaching or volatilization losses
Crop – what are crop needs in terms of rate and timing of uptake
Climate – will climatic events influence potential for losses
Economic – what is economic impact to the producer
Social conditions – are application methods socially acceptable
Practices that grain producers may wish to implement in response to developing a 4R
plan are:
Nitrogen stabilizer compounds
More intensive soil sampling and nutrient planning
Split fertilizer applications
Tissue testing as a diagnostic tool
Fertilizer placement in the soil rather than on the surface
Variable rate applications

For more information on the 4R Nutrient Stewardship practices talk with your regional
crop specialist or fertilizer retailer. You can also access more information at
www.nutrientstewardship.org.
Under the Farm Stewardship Program there is 30% funding for Variable Rate
Fertilizer Equipment to a maximum of $5,000 and Variable Rate Mapping to a
maximum of $2,000 for eligible producers and projects. Contact your AEGP
technician for details.

Environmental Farm Plans:
Voluntary assessment to increase
environmental awareness.
To complete an EFP visit
efp.saskatchewan.ca.
For information contact the
Agriculture Knowledge Centre
1-866-457-2377

……………………………………………………………………
Farm and Ranch Water Infrastructure Program

To develop sustainable non-potable water supplies for agriculture use on farm
Eligible Projects:
Small and large diameter on-farm wells
Shallow buried pasture pipeline
Deep buried pipelines
Dugouts and dugout expansions
Protecting existing wells
Decommissioning wells
Relocation of existing livestock water systems for environmental purposes
Up to 50% cost-shared funding is available for eligible producers and projects
Well decommissionings receive 90% of expenses for eligible producers and projects

Biobeds

Excerpts from AAFC media release

Europe has been using a system called biobed to capture and degrade
pesticides thereby reducing environmental impact from cleaning locations.
Biobeds are relatively inexpensive and easy to use and significantly speed up
the pesticides’ natural breakdown processes. The biobed uses a mixture of
topsoil, compost and straw to absorb and degrade pesticides by providing
an ideal habitat for microbes that break down the pesticides.

Research conducted by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC)
demonstrates a biobed system has the potential to provide effective
management of sprayer rinsate. AAFC has 2 years of data from pilot sites
that show the biobeds are operating well and are removing more than 95%
of the pesticides from the rinsate. They are optimistic that within the next
year they will have an operation/maintenance manual available that will
explain how to construct a biobed for on-farm use. For more information
contact Larry Braul at larry.braul@agr.gc.ca.

The South Saskatchewan River
Agri-Environmental Group Plan is
a producer based group dedicated to
raising watershed awareness among
local area farmers and ranchers.
Producers within the boundaries of
the South Sask River Watershed
are able to access the
Canada-Saskatchewan Farm
Stewardship Program.
The CSFSP provides
cost-shared funding to
encourage the implementation of
Beneficial Management Practices.
The BMPs help address issues of
water quality, nutrient management
and soil erosion within the watershed.

Map: Government of Saskatchewan

Website Links
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Invasive Species

All weeds are not created equal. Some are much more difficult to control
and more damaging for existing plant communities. Keep an eye out for:

South Sask River Watershed Stewards
www.southsaskriverstewards.ca
Sask Ministry of Agriculture
www.Saskatchewan.ca
Search Ministry of Agriculture
Water Security Agency
www.wsask.ca
Sask Forage Council
www.saskforage.ca

Sask Invasive Species Council
www.saskinvasives.ca
Prairie Conservation Action Plan
(PCAP) www.pcap-sk.org

Leafy Spurge

Downy Brome

iMapInvasives
http://imapinvasives.org/skimi

Are You A Good Steward Of The Land?
Steve Kenyon, Greener Pastures Ranching Ltd
As printed in the Beef Magazine, Canadian Cattlemen

In agriculture, we pride ourselves on our lifestyle. We are ranchers or farmers and we view ourselves
differently than our urban cousins. We take credit for being “Stewards of the Land.” We harvest what
we sow and work with nature to feed the world. This all sounds warm and fuzzy, but I think that this
ideal has been forgotten by many producers. If we truly are stewards of the land, we should be valuing
our production practices by more than just cash flow. I know money is not the only value that I weigh
when I make decisions on my operation.
Just in my local area alone I can count over a dozen stewards of the land bulldozing down trees and
burning them. It pains me to see this loss of biodiversity. We criticize other countries for knocking
down their rainforests in the name of agriculture, yet we don’t hesitate to do it here if it helps us get
our equipment around easier, or gets us a few more acres.

That treed area is home to many animals and insects that are beneficial to our operations. Many of these
critters might very well be helping to control pests in our fields without our knowledge. Trees also help
slow the wind to reduce erosion and evaporation losses. They work as a snow catch which means more
soil moisture in the spring. The leaves that fall each year also provide fertility that was not previously
found on the soil surface. They also supply shelter and feed during the winter for many different species.
I also see stewards of the land draining lowlands and filling in water sources. This is another attempt to
gain a few more acres for harvest at the cost of these fragile ecosystems. Again, many species beneficial
to us are dependent on these riparian areas. They work for us, and the best part is that they only ask
for room and board as payment. We need to make sure that we provide what they require to thrive, in
whatever form that might be. Water is, and always will be, a very precious resource.

Every time we drain a lowland, that water goes downhill to another lowland. What happens if everyone
drains their lowlands? Is it any surprise that we are seeing more flooding nowadays? Is that worth the
few extra acres? What if you are the farmer down the hill?
Our soil life also needs to be cared for, no matter which crop you are growing. Bacteria, yeast, fungi,
beetles, nematodes and earthworms are all important to our ecosystems. There are millions of soil
organisms that work to bring life to the soil. Soil life needs healthy plants and plants need a healthy soil.
Be wary of production practices that might affect biodiversity. Overuse of chemicals and fertilizers can
reduce it, below and above the ground. Our agricultural perspective seems to have changed over the
years from trying to create and grow living organisms on our farms to needing to kill weeds, or pests or
whatever else gets in our way.

Now I know I might offend some people with this article but I think a few more of us need to be offended.
Production practices that destroy biodiversity offend nature. If we want to brag about being the
“Stewards of the Land,” then I think we need to actually be stewards of the land and not just stewards
of our own short-term cash flow. By taking care of nature first and by farming in a sustainable manner,
the unexpected surprise is that an operation might become more profitable in the long term.
As for feeding the world, don’t let that become an excuse for ignoring biodiversity. We need
to concentrate on growing food in a more sustainable and profitable manner.
………………………………………………………………………….

Farm Stewardship Program

Livestock Management
Riparian Grazing Management
Native Rangeland Grazing Mgmt
Fencing Protect Surface Water
Farmyard Runoff Control
Carcass Disposal Plans
Relocation Livestock Facilities

Land Management
Creek & Stream Crossing
Protecting High Risk & Erodible Soils
Natural Waterway Erosion Control
Native Plant Establishment
Shelterbelt Establishment
Water Flow & Erosion Control

Irrigation Management
Management Planning
Equipment Modification
VR Technology

Precision Farming
Variable Rate Mapping
VR Equipment

Manure Management
Storage Enhancements
Application Equipment

Agricultural Wastes
Used Oil Storage
Grain Bag Recycling

