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Funding for Non-District Irrigation Development under
Growing Forward 2

Randy Holmlund, Senior Irrigation Technologist, Sask Ministry of Agriculture
Under the Agricultural Business Development component of the Farm and Ranch Water
Infrastructure Program (FRWIP) established under Growing Forward 2, non-district
irrigators can now access funding to expand irrigated acres (minimum 10 acres) outside of
irrigation districts. Given the number of approvals required to develop agricultural land
for irrigation, the required steps are outlined below to assist applicants in meeting
FRWIP project completion timelines.
STEP ONE: Contact Crops and Irrigation Branch at (306) 867-5500 to discuss the
viability of your project and complete a Request for Technical Assistance form to conduct
a technical assessment of the project. The technical assessment includes an assessment of
potential infrastructure, regulatory requirements that must be met, and a site inspection.
A sketch plan of the project will be developed outlining the project components and
estimated cost.
STEP TWO: The Irrigation Act, 1996, requires that all land must be certified before
irrigation development occurs. As part of the Request for Technical Assistance*, Crops
and Irrigation Branch will conduct a soil/water compatibility investigation to determine if
the soil and water are suitable for irrigation. An Irrigation Certificate will be issued by the
Branch for the land parcel if it is deemed suitable. Land certified for irrigation will then
have a detailed preliminary plan prepared showing the irrigation development.
* Funding for technical assistance related to irrigation certification can be obtained
through the Farm Stewardship Program, under the Irrigation Management Planning BMP
.

STEP THREE: Apply to Water Security Agency (WSA) for Water Rights Licence and
Approval to Construct and Operate Works. The WSA application will need to include a
copy of the preliminary plan developed in Step Two.
STEP FOUR: Apply to FRWIP for funding approval for the project. Include copies of the
Irrigation Certificate and Approval to Construct Works (if obtained) with your application.
STEP FIVE: Once WSA has issued an Approval to Construct Works and project
approval has been provided by FRWIP, construction can proceed. Interim claims can be
submitted to FRWIP prior to the project being completed.
STEP SIX: Once the project is completed a final survey and inspection must be conducted
and an As-Constructed Plan completed. This plan is then sent to WSA to obtain the
Water Rights License and Approval to Operate Works.
Once obtained, submit copies of these approvals along
with the final project claim to FRWIP.
FRWIP and FSP-1-877-874-5365
Crops and Irrigation Branch- (306) 867-5500
Water Security Agency- (306) 694-3900
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Litter: A Rancher’s Insurance Policy

Upcoming Events
Canadian Forage and
Grassland Association
Conference
November 17-19, 2015
Saskatoon
Grazing for Tomorrow
Speaker: Steve Kenyon
January 19-20, 2016
Meadow Lake
Prairie Conservation and
Endangered Species
Conference
February 16-18, 2016
Saskatoon
International Rangeland
Congress
July 17-22, 2016
Saskatoon
Ministry of Ag Events
www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca/
Calendar

Resources

By Kevin France PAg, Manager Pasture Program, Lands Branch

Ask anyone what they would prefer, sickness or health? You should get a resounding
response of “health”! We can all describe what it’s like to be ill, or how much better we
can function when we are healthy. Just like humans we can demonstrate the same
contrast for our native rangelands. Whether a rangeland is healthy, healthy with
problems or unhealthy, will determine how well it is able to perform its key ecological
functions, such as, producing forage, preventing soil erosion, cycling nutrients, capturing
and storing water, maintaining plant diversity and preventing the growth of weeds.
Healthy rangelands do more than provide forage- they play an important role in watershed
function, carbon sequestration, and biodiversity. Maintaining rangeland health is essential
to getting maximum benefit from the land.
An important component of a healthy rangeland is the amount
of litter on the site. Litter (also called mulch), is the old plant
residue left over from previous years’ production. Litter protects
soil against erosion, enhances forage production and nutrient
cycling, buffers against dry conditions by aiding moisture
retention and reducing moisture loss.
For the producer, having enough litter means more moisture is available for plant
growth, especially during dry periods. Recent studies show that without adequate litter,
forage yields will be reduced by about 50% in the brown and dark brown soil zones and
by about 30% during dry years in black soil zones. Of course, in very severe drought, no
amount of litter will cause pastures to grow, but adequate litter will mean a faster
recovery when drought breaks.
Litter can be considered a kind of 'forage bank' or an ‘insurance policy’. If you retain litter
on the site it will buffer the pasture from drought and maximize forage production. Care
should be taken in ensuring you are not overgrazing the pasture to maintain adequate
litter levels at all times - do not empty the bank!
Under the Farm Stewardship Program there is 50% funding for Native Rangeland
Grazing Management, to a maximum of $10,000 for eligible producers and projects.
Projects would be cross-fencing that would improve the health of native prairie and
require pre-approval. Contact your AEGP technician for more information.

Is Your Water safe?

To test water quality for
drinking water or livestock
contact your RM office or
Regional Health Office
For more information visit:
www.saskatchewan.ca
Search Water Testing
Phone: 306-787-7138

Rural Water Quality
Information Tool

On-line tool assesses the quality
and suitability of raw water
sources for privately owned
and operated water supplies
http://www.agric.gov.ab.ca/
app84/rwqit

Winter Feeding on Native
Prairie? Consider This:
Tame species respond better
than native species to increased
nutrient levels
Crown grazing leases may not
allow feeding on native prairie
Feed can introduce unwanted
plant species

Farm and Ranch Water Infrastructure Program
To develop sustainable non-potable water supplies
for agriculture use on farm
Eligible Projects:
Small and large diameter on-farm wells
Shallow buried pasture pipelines
Deep buried pipelines
Dugouts and dugout expansions
Relocation of existing livestock water systems
for environmental purpose
Protecting existing wells
Decommissioning wells
Up to 50% cost-shared funding is available for eligible
producers and projects. Well decommissioning receive
90% of expenses for eligible producers and projects.

Environmental Farm Plans:
Voluntary assessments to increase environmental awareness.
To complete or update an EFP visit efp.saskatchewan.ca.
For information contact the Agriculture Knowledge Centre at 1-866-457-2377

Stop Aquatic Invasive Species, such as Zebra Mussels
Collin McGuire, Fisheries Biologist, Ministry of Environment

Every summer, many people come to enjoy Saskatchewan lakes and rivers.
Whether for fishing, recreational boating, or other water related activities, our
waters provide the province with many social, economic, and environmental benefits.
Aquatic invasive species (AIS) represent an economic and ecological threat to
aquatic habitats, fisheries, valuable recreational resources and water-related
infrastructure. The confirmation of adult zebra mussels in Lake Winnipeg, Man.
has heightened concerns about the potential spread of aquatic invasive species
into this province. The primary method of AIS introduction and spread is the
transport of watercrafts and related gear overland. Once established, there is
no viable method for eradicating or controlling invasive mussels. Prevention is
the most cost-effective way to control their introduction and spread.
Before returning home from out of province, or moving between water within
the province, make sure to:
1) CLEAN - your boat by removing all visible plants, animals, and mud.
2) DRAIN - your boat of all water from the motor, live-wells, bilge, and ballast
tanks and remove the boat plug while transporting your boat.
3) DRY- your boat, equipment, and all related gear. Many invasive species
require only moist conditions to continue survival out of water.

The South Saskatchewan River
Agri-Environmental Group Plan is
a producer based group dedicated to
raising watershed awareness among
local area farmers and ranchers.
Producers within the boundaries of
the South Sask River Watershed
are able to access the
Canada-Saskatchewan Farm
Stewardship Program.
The CSFSP provides
cost-shared funding to
encourage the implementation of
Beneficial Management Practices.
The BMPs help address issues of
water quality, nutrient management
and soil erosion within the watershed.

For more info contact the South Sask River Watershed Stewards at 306-343-9549.
………………………………………………………………...

Map: Government of Saskatchewan

Keeping Tabs on Invasive Species: iMapInvasives
Ahdia Hassan, Sask Conservation Data Centre (CDC)

The Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre administers a GIS-based invasive
species mapping & data management tool, iMapInvasives. By providing a central
data repository for invasive species information, the Conservation Data Centre
provides easily accessible, up-to-date information.
iMapInvasives stores occurrence, treatment, and survey records for non-native
plants and animals. For example, iMapInvasives is being used in province-wide
early detection survey efforts for invasive Zebra and Quagga mussels. Details will be
entered into our central data base by local organizations and viewable by all users.
The power of this program is its ability to promote a
collaborative environment- where interested members
of the public can engage with provincial experts and
managers to report and control invasive species.
More eyes and ears in the field helps us react quickly
to new invaders and new infestations of known invaders.
We’re working on ways to make the system accessible
to users with varying technical abilities and time
commitments. We are also in the process of launching
a new mobile app for iMapInvasives, so stay tuned!
Visit the Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre at
http://biodiversity.sk.ca/Invasives.htm.

Website Links
South Sask River Watershed Stewards
www.southsaskriverstewards.ca
Ministry of Agriculture Webinars
www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca/Webinars
Water Security Agency
www.wsask.ca
Sask Forage Council
www.saskforage.ca

Sask Invasive Species Council
www.saskinvasives.ca
Prairie Conservation Action Plan
(PCAP) www.pcap-sk.org
Testing iMapInvasives Mobile

iMapInvasives
http://imapinvasives.org/skimi

Farm Stewardship Program

South Sask River
AEGP Technicians
Leah Tallis
306-291-7499
leah.aegp@gmail.com

Kerry Lowndes

Beneficial Management
Practice

Funding Level

Pre-Approval/
Rebate

Relocation of Livestock Confinement*

60% to $50,000

Pre-Approval

Fencing to Protect Surface Water*

50% to $10,000

Rebate

Farmyard Runoff Control*

50% to $30,000

Pre-Approval

Riparian Area Grazing Management
and Fencing*

50% to $10,000

Pre-Approval

Native Grassland Grazing Management*

50% to $10,000

Pre-Approval

Carcass Disposal Plans

75% to $30,000

Pre-Approval

Livestock Site Management

Manure Management

306-460-4987

Manure Storage Enhancements

30% to $50,000

Pre-Approval

kerry.wssk@sasktel.net

Manure Application Equipment
and Technologies

30% to $30,000

Rebate

Natural Waterway Erosion Control*

75% to $30,000

Pre-Approval

Creek and Stream Crossing*

50% to $20,000

Pre-Approval

Native Plant Establishment*

75% to $10,000

Pre-Approval

Protecting High Risk Erodible
and Saline Soils*

50% to $10,000

Rebate

$1200/mile to $5,000

Rebate

Water Flow and Erosion Control*

50% to $20,000

Pre-Approval

IPM Collection and Monitoring

50% to $1,000

Rebate

Irrigation Management Planning

50% to $2,000

Rebate

Irrigation Equipment Modification

30% to $50,000

Pre-Approval

Variable Rate Irrigation Technology

30% to $15,000

Pre-Approval

Variable Rate Fertilizer Equipment

30% to $5,000

Rebate

Variable Rate Mapping

30% to $2,000

Rebate

Used Oil Storage

50% to $2,000

Rebate

Grain Bag Recycling

50% to $5,000

Rebate

20-50% of $50,000

Pre-Approval

Land Management
We can direct you to technical
support and help with
applications for the
Farm Stewardship Program,
the Farm & Ranch Water
Infrastructure Program, and
the Invasive Plant Control
Program.

CONTACT US
TODAY!

Shelterbelt Establishment

Irrigation Management

Precision Farming
Russian Knapweed
Noxious Weed

Agricultural Wastes

Environmental Solutions
Environmental Solutions

*Available through AEGP without EFP, all BMPs available with an EFP
There is a Multi-Producer Erosion Control BMP. Contact AEGP tech for details.

