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Happy New Year to all residents of the South Sask River Watershed 

and thank you in advance for helping us taking care of our shared re-

source, water, this year and for the years ahead.  

 

The Saskatchewan population is increasing and new developments are 

taking place at a faster rate than ever before. Natural resource extraction 

is increasing day by day, while the population is expanding, and this 

puts tremendous pressure on our water resources. This requires our im-

mediate attention, and the collaboration of all watershed stakeholders, 

to formulate a future strategy for the sustainable use of water in the 

province in general and in the SSR Watershed in particular.  

 

SSRWSI has started a watershed awareness program to reach out to all 

stakeholders through various forums and inform them about the recent 

and future trends in development which may have implications for our 

water resources. SSRWSI appreciates the dedication of current mem-

bers, and invites all municipalities to join us and be part of this change. 

We are currently involved in many different projects which are benefi-

cial and important for the sustainability and health of our watershed,  

and which you can read about in our quarterly newsletters. 

 

I would like to thank all of our members and partners in the watershed 

for their continued support. 

   Saeed Ul Amin (Watershed Projects Manager)      
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2011 was a busy year for the Watershed Stewards!  Here are some updates from last 

yearôs initiatives: 
 

Conferences and Events 
August through November the Watershed 

Stewards attended several important 

conferences and water related events, 

beginning with a Disinfection By-Products 

Seminar in August.  This was shortly 

followed by the Western Canada Water Conference in which the Watershed Stewards hosted a half 

day workshop on Source Water Protection in the South Saskatchewan River Watershed. Next was 

World Rivers Day in September which was organized by the Meewasin Valley Authority and the 

Saskatchewan Environmental Society, and which included clean up events, nature tours, and ñBlue 

Drinks,ò an informal information session and discussion on water issues in Saskatchewan.   In October 

we presented at a Conservation Awareness Day in Outlook in partnership with the Nature 

Saskatchewan. 

 

The Source Water Protection Workshop was hosted again in 

November for the Saskatchewan Water and Wastewater 

Associationôs Annual Conference, and was attended by more than 

150 participants.  These participants included water managers, 

government regulators, and water and wastewater technicians who 

must attend professional development workshops for accreditation.   

 

Two other important water events were attended by the Watershed 

Stewards in the fall, including Waterlution, a workshop on water 

and agriculture for leaders in water protection, and the Partners 

FOR the Saskatchewan River Basin Annual Conference: Planning 

for Extremes.  The Partnerôs conference was particularly well 

attended, and included several very informative presentations on 

prairie hydrology, climate change and weather extremes, and 

flooding and drought preparedness on the prairies. 
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Water Quality Project  
The water quality project steering committee met in September, and things are going well on 

the research side, with initial analysis and project scoping completed.  Unfortunately the 

project supervisor from the University of Saskatchewan, Dr. Monique Dube, has departed 

from the University and will no longer be on the steering committee.  However, two new 

supervisors have been selected, Drs. Gordon Putz and Howard Wheater.  Gordon Putz is an 

engineer from the Department of Civil and Geological Engineering with an expertise in 

surface water quality, while Howard Wheater is the director of the Global Institute for Water 

Security and is a highly distinguished hydrologist from the United Kingdom.   

 

More information on this project can be found in the July 2011 issue of the SSRWSI 

newsletter which is available by request to the Watershed Stewardsô office, or online at: 

 http://www.southsaskriverstewards.ca/news.htm 
 

Fish Habitat Project 
The fish habitat sampling project was a great success, with the field season wrapping up in 

August.  Fish sampling was done in the Opimihaw, Red Deer, Fish, Beaver, and Snakebite 

Creeks from June to August, with some surprising results.  For example, two rare species of 

minnow and one unique species of shrimp were found in the Fish and Opimihaw Creeks 

which are not normally found this far north in Saskatchewan, and which may be an indicator 

of climate change.  Some management problems were also indentified that might pose a 

threat to fish habitat, such as cattle access and other bank disturbances on the Beaver/

Brightwater Creek, and construction, channel re-location, and livestock access issues on the 

Opimihaw.  A map of known fish habitat areas along the South Saskatchewan River has been 

posted to the South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards website, in the óProgramsô 

section of the site: 

http://www.southsaskriverstewards.ca/programs_fish.htm. 
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SSRWSI Website  
In September and October, the 

Watershed Stewards accepted proposals 

for a website overhaul which was 

awarded to 2WebDesign, an award winning website design company in Saskatoon.  The new 

website will be completely redesigned and modernized, with an improved layout, new content, 

and additional features such as an events calendar.  We are very excited about this project, and 

believe it will greatly improve our ability to share information about source water protection and 

the activities of the South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards to our members, and all the 

residents of the watershed.  The new web site should launch sometime in the summer of 2012. 
 

Agri -Environmental Farm Plans 
The Watershed Stewards are pleased to welcome 

Kendall Sonmor, our new BMP Technician for the 

West South Sask Agri-Environmental Farm Plan area.  

Kendall was hired in December 2011 following the 

departure of our previous Technician, Kevin Unger.  

Peer review committees for both AEGPs met in 

December to review several project applications, and 

all AEGP activities are going very well.  More 

information on the AEGPs can be found on pages 6-7 

in this issue of the newsletter. 
 

Upcoming Events 
The Saskatchewan Urban Municipalities Association (SUMA) is hosting their 2012 Annual 

Convention in Regina from January 29 to February 1.  More information is available at  

http://suma.org. 

 

The Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipalities (SARM) is hosting their Annual 

Convention March 12-15 and their website address is www.sarm.ca. 

 

The Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds will have their Annual General Meeting, ñSource 

Water Protection - A Time for Renewalò on April 16 and 17th  in Moosomin 

(www.saskwatersheds.ca). 

 

Watershed Advisory Committee (WAC) Meetings for SSRWSI are coming up this March: 

West WAC: March 19 in Eston 

Diefenbaker WAC: March 26 in Outlook 

North WAC:  March 23 Osler 

 

And our Annual General Meeting will take place April 13 th in Warman .  

Invitations for members will be sent out closer to the date. 
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Inappropriate waste disposal is a reoccurring problem in many of the watersheds in 

Saskatchewan.  Refrigerators, shopping carts, oil barrels, and old car parts all seem to find 

their way into our streams, rivers, and lakes, while hazardous wastes such as batteries, light 

bulbs, industrial paints, and solvents leak from local landfills and present a risk to our 

groundwater.  When untreated water is used for washing, watering livestock, irrigating 

crops, and household use, toxic substances in the water supply are a particular problem, and 

may pose a danger to human health.  Recycling and properly disposing of hazardous or toxic 

materials helps prevent contaminants from polluting our water supplies.  Recycling is 

particularly important because it reduces the amount of waste being generated and ultimately 

ensures wastes are re-used in a sustainable manner that keeps them out of our water!  The 

Saskatchewan Waste Reduction Council is a not for profit, non government organization 

dedicated to raising awareness about waste reduction, recycling, and proper waste disposal.   

 
They provide information on how to minimize waste through recycling, composting, and 

proper disposal, such as agricultural plastics, glass, electronics, paint, paper, old tires, 

metals, and beverage containers. 

 

For information on recycling and waste reduction, you can contact: 

Saskatchewan Waste Reduction Council 

#208 ï 220 20th Street West 

Saskatoon, SK S7M 0W9 

(306) 931-3242 

info@saskwastereduction.ca 

 

Or go to their website at www.saskwastereduction.ca.  
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Producers in the West South SK Agri-Environmental Group Plan area and Sask Valley  

can access Beneficial Management Practice (BMP) funding to make on-farm changes 

that positively impact the watershed and address issues of water quality, nutrient man-

agement and soil erosion. The following Canada-Saskatchewan Farm Stewardship 

BMP categories are available to producers working with these groups:  
 

Seeding Marginal Land to Grass - 50% covered to $5,000  

Decommissioning Abandoned Wells ï 75% covered to $5,000  

Perimeter or Cross Fencing ï 50% covered to $30,000  

Remote Water Systems (summer or winter) - 50% covered to $15,000  

Portable Windbreaks & Shelters ï 50% covered to $15,000  

Corral Relocations - 60% covered to $50,000  

Seeding Riparian Areas ï 50% covered to $20,000  

Improving Creek Crossings ï 50% covered to $20,000  

Farmyard Runoff Control ï 50% covered to $10,000  

Manure Storage Improvements or Increases ï 30% covered to $30,000  

Manure Application Technology ï 30% covered to $10,000  

Modifying & Revegetating Waterways ï 75% covered to $20,000  
 
 

How Does an AEGP Work?  
 
Producers can contact the BMP  Technician operating in 

the West South Sask or Sask Valley AEGP areas. 

 

They will do a free on-farm visit to help you design your 

project and learn about the watershed.  They will also 

help you apply for funding through the AEGP. 

 

A steering committee of peers will meet to review appli-

cations for their area and ensure that projects will work to 

address the issues that have been identified in the water-

shed. Successful applications are sent to the Provincial 

Council of ADD Boards in Saskatoon for approval.  After receiving approval, producers 

will receive a certificate and funding to carry out their projects for the benefit of their 

operation, and the watershed.   Projects that have already been completed within the 

funding year are also eligible: so you can be rewarded for things you are already doing 

to improve the health of the watershed. 

mailto:info@southsaskriverstewards.ca
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AEGPs provide producers with a setting to discuss the agri-environmental issues at hand, but even 

more importantly, they provide a venue to demonstrate all the beneficial things producers do for the 

environment already.  

 

Where are the AEGP groups located? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 The Sask Valley AEGP focus area           The West South SK AEGP focus area 

 

These maps are from the Source Water Protection Plan background document created by Saskatchewan 

Watershed Authority and edited by Melissa Nordin and Julie Mackenzie from the Prairie Council of  

ADD Boards (PCAB). 

 

For more information on Agri -Environmental Farm Planning, please contact:  

   

Kendall Sonmor     WSSK AEGP             (306) 463-4033 

Leah Tallis             Sask Valley AEGP     (306)  254-4463 

 

Or contact Saeed Ul Amin from the South Sask River Watershed Stewards, at (306) 343-9549. 
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