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MEssaGEROMTHESTEWARDS 1 1ntroducing the Chief Executive Officer of SSRWSI

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1

For those of you who | have not met, my name
is Brad Ashdown and | have recently been
hired as the CEO for the South Saskatchewan
River Watershed Stewards. On behalf of our
Chairman, Harold Martens, and the Board of
Directors, | want to thank everyone who has
helped us in the past year, providing support,
resources and services that contribute to the

HELDDAYS& WORKSHOPS 2

AGRFENV GROUP PLANS 3

SUMA & SARM RADESHOWS 4

2010 AGM & WAC MEETINGS 4

CLEAN WHEREWE LIVE

CONFERENCE 5 preservation of the South Saskatchewan River

ST EWARDSHIPAWARDS 5 Watershed for now and for future generfcltio_ns.
In 2009 we continued to address the objectives

MEMBERSHIAPPLICATION 7 listed in the Source Water Protection Plan by

working on numerous initiatives including:
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Educational awar ene y S

Outreach at Tradesh mu n
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Water Quality Moni t_t

Fish Habitat Mappin

Agricul ture Envir on mentrar~~Srup P

OQur first Watershed Conference:
Beneficial Residential Development Practices for Our Watershed

Art & Essay contest for Grade 6

Capacity Building: Hi red Chief E
With the continued support of our Membership and Supporting Partners, 2010

promises to be busy and productive with the progression of the implementation o
the plan, expansion of existing projects and the pursuit of new initiatives.

Brad Ashdown, SSRWSI Chief Executive Officer
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On October 8th, 2009, the South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards joined forces witly the
Provincial Council of ADD Boards (PCAB) and the Saskatchewan Watershed Authority (SWA) ir
hosting a field day near Mendham in the R.M. of Deer Forks.

SURGXFHUV VDZ ILUVW KDQG DV DQ ROG ZHOO DW 'RXJ ¢gPLW
inch well on our farm was drilled with a galvanized casing and the water that came from the welljwas
somewhat rusty. In 2006 the well that was 100 feet deep caved in and rusted out and ended up pnly
being 75 feet deep and the water became much rusted. In 2006 we drilled a new well. So after fpur yea
ZH GHFLGH WR GHFRPPLVVLRQ WKH ROG ZHOO VR ZH ZRX®G Q

The following steps/procedures were demonstrated and explained:

x Removal of well equipment (ensure there is no power, remove pump, drop pipe, wires. etc.)

x Obtaining necessary info on the well (depth, diameter) to figure out how much material will b¢
required to fill the well.

x Filling and sealing of the well with adequate and appropriate fill material and/or bentonite, to
prevent vertical movement of water.

x 5HPRYDO RI WKH XSSHU WHQ IHHW RI WKH FDVLQJ LV D®VR
Interested producers then headed north of the river to look at a solar winter watering system @nd

discuss the various options for watering livestock on pasture during the winter.

S7KHUH DUH D ORW RI ROG ZHOOV WKDW KDYH EHHQ DEDPQGEF
decommissioned. These neglected wells pose serious threats to public safely. We have all heafyd horr
stories on the news about kids falling into old wells. Some of us have seen farm machinery sunk into al
old well. Animals and livestock can be in the same predicament. Abandoned wells also threatep water
supplies by providing open conduits into aquifers (water bearing formations) that other wells are
developed into. Any contaminants getting into an old well, has the potential to affect many othel
wells," said Shirley Sawatzky, with the AdgEnvironmental Services Branch of Agriculture Canada.

3$ ORW RI JUHDW LQIRUPDWLRQ ZDV VKDUHG WRGD\ 3URGX
LPSDFW DJULFXOWXUH KDV RQ LW™ VDLG -XOLH ODF.HQ]JLH ZLW
next step is to have those producers interested in starting aEgronmental Group plan get
together and learn even more about this type of group.

3, W ORRNV OLNH WKHUH LV HQRXJK LQWHUHVW WR KLW WKH
for the South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards, said their support to producersivig a win
VLWXDWLRQ 3%\ VXSSRUWLQJ SURGXFHUV LQ WKH ZDWHWUVKFE
of beneficial management practices through the development of an AEGP. Each project has th
SRWHQWLDO WR FRQWULEXWH WR VDIH FOHDQ ZDWHU VX$SOL
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